
933 COMMENT  

The Delaware Head Start Association (DHSA) would like to thank the Office of Child Care 

Licensing for their thoughtful edits to the Delacare Regulations. We applaud your efforts to 

swiftly edit this set of regulations to reflect recent legislative action. We have two 

comments: 

1) Regarding the new legislatively-mandated requirement for developmental screening of all 

children - it is imperative that the State of Delaware provide comprehensive training and 

technical assistance around the use of and follow-up to developmental screeners. While 

developmental screeners are a valuable tool in the early identification of children with 

special needs, they must be used to fidelity. Further, the State must be prepared for an 

influx of referrals for further analysis.  

2) Regarding changes to the staffing requirements for centers and the elimination of the 

curriculum coordinator position requirement - it is our understanding that Delaware is 

adopting the Power to the Profession model, which clearly delineates the competencies, 

qualifications, and classifications of early learning professionals. With that in mind, it is our 

belief that any changes to the regulations in this area should mirror Power to the Profession. 

We understand and appreciate OCCL's efforts to thoughtfully respond to the current staffing 

crisis.  However, that crisis should not cause us to change out end goal - which is a highly 

qualified and competent workforce. If Power to the Profession will not be adopted, we 

recommend a comprehensive review of the current staffing regulations by a committee 

representative of the diverse workforce, with the anticipated outcome of recommendations 

for revision to the standards that takes into account the staffing shortages, but does not 

diminish the professionalism of the field. In the meantime, OCCL's current variance process 

could be used to allow those with difficulties hiring a curriculum coordinator to receive a 

variance. 

Again, we thank you for your efforts to improve the child care regulations. 

Sincerely, 

John Fisher-Klein, President 

Delaware Head Start Association 

 


